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A MESSAGE 
FROM  THE 
SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Shaler Area families, 

We have accomplished so much together in the past year. As we focus on a 
new school year, it’s important to reflect on the successes of the 2015-16 
school year in order to celebrate what we have accomplished as we work 
toward continued improvement.

This report provides a spotlight on the accomplishments and successes 
within the District. As educational leaders, student growth is our primary 
focus. Our students spend a great deal of time with us, and we have a 
tremendous influence on preparing them for college and career success. 
In the following pages, you will see highlights of student, staff, alumni, 
athletic, curricular, and District achievements. 

We as a District aspire to be excellent and grow students in all capacities: 
academically, socially, and emotionally. In order to succeed, our teachers, 
principals, staff members, parents, and community must partner together 
for the benefit of all children. The key ingredient to this success is a 
strong, collaborative, and supportive partnership. So as you read through 
this report, please celebrate with us because you have been a part of our 
success.

Sincerely, 

Mr. Sean Aiken
Shaler Area Superintendent



OUR MISSION
The Shaler Area School District will educate and challenge all students to 
maximize their academic, social, emotional, and physical potential. Students 
will strive for excellence in information processing skills, problem solving, 
and effective communication. Our safe and caring learning environment, 
created in partnership with parents and community, will inspire life-long 
learners who are contributing citizens, responsive to change, and sensitive 
to the needs of others.

OUR STUDENTS
The Shaler Area School District proudly serves a student population of more 
than 4,400 students from the communities of Etna and Millvale Boroughs and 
Reserve and Shaler Townships. Students graduate from Shaler Area prepared for 
whichever path they choose including college, career, workforce, and the mili-
tary. Of the graduating Class of 2016, 82 percent went on to college, 7 percent 
joined the workforce, and 3 percent joined the military; the remaining 8 percent 
pursued other opportunities.



Spotlight on

Academic SUCCESS
Shaler Area School District prides itself in 

the success of its academic programming, 
which provides students with rigorous 

and challenging curriculum aimed at equipping 
them with the tools to succeed in Shaler Area and 
beyond. 
 Teachers across the District are engaging 
students and providing enriching lessons that 
extend learning beyond the classroom walls. Our 
programming starts at the Kindergarten level and 
continues through High School and is highlighted 
by a number of initiatives throughout the District. 
 

Project ENGIN/Project Caboose
 Shaler Area introduces STEAM subjects 
– science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics – to its youngest learners through 
Project ENGIN and Project Caboose. 
 Project ENGIN allows students in second 
and third grade to Engage, Network, Grow, Inspire, 
and Navigate through STEAM subjects with units 
aimed to increase the students’ content knowledge 
in coding, robotics, technological literacy, and 
environmental sustainability. The program focuses 
on students collaborating with peers, teachers, 
and outside partners to develop projects that will 
improve their retention of STEAM concepts. Project 
ENGIN launched in the 2015-16 school year with 
the help of a $20,000 grant awarded through the 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit’s Center for  Creativity. 
A second $20,000 STEAM grant awarded through 
the Center for Creativity will expand the STEAM 
initiative into the K-1 level with Project Caboose in 
the 2016-17 school year.

IKS Titan
 The IKS Titan (Infinity Knights Ship) is a 
classroom-simulator learning environment housed 
at Shaler Area Elementary School through which 

students are able to fully immerse themselves in 
critical thinking, problem solving, and collaboration 
while applying content from their classrooms to 
the mission. The IKS Titan launched in the 2012-
13 school year with the financial support of an 
$80,000 grant through the Grable Foundation and 
the creativity of Dream Flight Adventures.
 Mike Penn, who 
oversees the simulator 
program, represented the 
District at the weeklong 
Keystone Technology 
Innovator Program Summit 
in July 2016 as one of the 100 
Keystone Stars. Keystone Stars 
are selected by members of the 
Pennslvania Association for 
Educational Communications and Technology for 
their innovation in classroom instruction. 

STEAM Focus
 The 2015-16 school year introduced 
additional opportunities for students to explore the 
areas of science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics with new programs and courses at 
the Middle School and High School. 



 The Middle School added a nine-week 
STEAM 7 exploratory rotation course for 
seventh-graders and the STEAM 8 elective, a 
semester course for eighth-graders, which builds 
on the fundamentals and combines students’ 
critical thinking skills 
and innovation. The 
programs give students 
the opportunity to explore 
each STEAM field and the 
corresponding High School 
courses.
 The High School 
launched the STEAM 
Freshman Forum course 
in the 2015-16 school 
year with a cohort of 
about 80 students from 
the Class of 2019. The 
concentrated course is 
focused on defining STEAM, 
exploring engineering 
fields, and continuing along 
a path toward a strong background in STEAM-
related content. High School students also have 
the option of choosing from several key Areas of 
Concentration designed to guide students in course 
selection during their High School years. Each area 
is aligned with specific examples of STEAM careers 
so that students can gain a sense of those fields and 
the skills needed for success. 

Project ACE 1:1
 Students can better engage in and 
personalize their learning through the Project 
ACE (Advancing Classroom Education) 1:1 iPad 
Initiative. Project ACE kicked off in January 2015 

at the Middle School, and 
in the 2015-16 school 
year, every student in 
7th through 12th grade 
received a District-issued 
iPad mini device to be used 
for educational purposes 
in school and at home. 
Classroom sets of iPads give 
students at the Primary and 
Elementary level access to 
the same technology with a 
2:1 student to iPad ratio.

STEAM Camp
 Shaler Area held its 
fourth Summer STEAM 

Camp in June 2016 with a record attendance of 
more than 200 participants. Since 2013, students 
have had the opportunity to explore science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and math through 
fun, hands-on sessions during the weeklong STEAM 
camp. Students can choose from sessions that 
range from robotics to woodworking, many of 
which are taught by Shaler Area teachers.

IN THE 2015-16 SCHOOL 
YEAR, SHALER AREA 

RECEIVED MORE THAN

$300,000
 IN GRANT FUNDING TO 

ADVANCE ACADEMIC 
INITIATIVES IN THE 

DISTRICT



Spotlight on

Student
SUCCESS

Academics/STEAM
• Senior Zachary Hughes was named a 2016 

National Merit Scholarship Program Commend-
ed Student by placing among the top 5 percent 
of more than 1.5 million students who entered 
the competition by taking the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

• Senior David Berdik placed 1st in the Desk-
top Application Programming category at the 
Future Business Leaders of America’s National 
Leadership Conference. He qualified for nation-
als after placing 2nd in the FBLA State Lead-
ership Conference, in Hershey, for the desktop 
application he created and programmed. 

• Fourth-grader Isabelle Dutkovic earned 1st 
place in the National Garden Club’s annual po-
etry contest. She competed at the national level 
after she placed 1st at the local level through 
the Ingomar Garden Club and at the state level 
in the Garden Club Federation of Pennsylvania’s 
contest. 

• Shaler Area High School seniors and A.W. Be-
attie Career Center students excelled in the 
SkillsUSA competition, which tests students’ 

career and vocational knowledge. Josh Lignos-
ki earned 1st place in medical terminology at 
the state level of the SkillsUSA competition and 
Shane Davis earned 4th place in sheet metal.

• Freshmen Emma Truscott, Lydia Valentine, 
and Taya McCullough, who were enrolled in 
the STEAM Freshman Forum pilot program, 
earned the Rookie of the Year award and were 
named finalists in the annual Chain Reaction 
Contraption Contest at the Carnegie Science 
Center.

• Senior Nevin White placed 1st and junior 
Jessica Wetzel received an Honorable Mention 
in the Society for Analytical Chemists of Pitts-
burgh’s annual High School Essay Contest

• Seniors Kara Ainsworth, Kelly Aussprung, 
Alyssa Dipner, Katie Kihn, and Alex Kurtz 
placed 2nd in the 2016 Pittsburgh Brain Bee, a 
neuroscience competition.

• Shaler Area Middle School and Shaler Area 
High School teams each placed 1st in their 
grade-level categories in the Fairchild Challenge 



at Phipps, a yearlong environmental competi-
tion. The students competed against close to 50 
other schools.

• Shaler Area Middle School eighth-graders Elisa 
Gabriel, Michaela Brining, and Mia Fantozzi 
were selected as one of 40 groups to present at 
the 2016 International Green Schools Confer-
ence and Expo at the David L. Lawrence Con-
vention Center alongside teachers and industry 
leaders. The students discussed “Hydroponics 
in Your School: Grow Edible, Healthy Crops in 
Water Indoors.”

• Shaler Area High School student Zach Reed 
placed 3rd in WQED’s August Wilson Education 
Project “The 11th Play Competition” for his 
play, “Lead Astray.” The playwright competition, 
in which students were asked to write a play 
about their community set in the first decade of 
the 21st century, was part of the August Wilson 
Education Project designed to commemorate 
the 70th birthday of the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright.

• Nine Shaler Area High School students were 
recognized for their artwork in the Pittsburgh 
Regional Scholastic Art Competition at Commu-
nity College of Allegheny County North Campus. 
Brayden Cunic, Gina Iezzi, and Zak Marshall 
each earned a Gold Key for their artwork; Jamie 
Handyside, Shannon Lukaszewicz, Mike Mi-
chalik, and Devan Smith each earned a Silver 
Key; Shannon Lukaszewicz also earned an 
Honorable Mention along with Lindsay Kirin 
and Valerie Stedeford, who earned two Honor-
able Mentions for her artwork. 

• Close to 20 Burchfield Primary School students 
in Kindergarten to third grade placed in the 
local competition of the Garden Club Federation 
of Pennsylvania’s Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl 
poster contest and poetry contest through the 
Ingomar Garden Club, District 9. At the state 
level, Iyla Dennison placed 1st and Melina 
Poliziani placed 3rd in the poster contest for 
first grade, Taylor London placed 1st in the 
poster contest for second grade, and Brian 
Hegerty placed 1st in poetry. At the local level, 



Education All-National Honor Ensembles and 
performed on the historic stage of the Grand Ole 
Opry House in Nashville, Tenn. Adam Bleil, who 
plays trumpet, was accepted into the All-Nation-
al Honor Ensembles Jazz Band, and Tori Lorenz, 
an alto, was accepted into the All-National Hon-
or Ensembles Mixed Choir.

• Shaler Area Titan Marching Band earned 15 top 
awards as well as the Dr. Tim Lautzenhauser’s 
Esprit de Corps award presented for the stu-
dents’ exemplary attitude of positive support 
and outstanding personal behavior at the Fes-
tivals of Music competition in Nashville, Tenn. 
Concert Band earned an Excellent Rating and 
2nd place; Wind Ensemble earned a Superior 
Rating and 2nd place; Jazz Band earned a Supe-
rior Rating and 1st place and Best Overall Jazz 
Band; Marching Band earned a Superior Rating 
and 1st place; Dance Team earned a Superior 
Rating and 1st place; Drum Line earned an 
Excellent Rating and 1st place; Silk Line earned 
a Good Rating and 1st place; Majorettes earned 
a Good Rating and 1st place; Chamber Choir 
earned a Superior Rating and 3rd place; Wom-
en’s Choir earned a Superior Rating and 2nd 
place; Concert Choir earned an Excellent Rating 
and 5th place; and String Orchestra earned an 
Excellent Rating and 1st place and Best Over-
all String Orchestra. Senior Adam Bleil also 
earned the Outstanding Jazz Soloist award, 
and the band was recognized as a “Gold Note 

Sienna Sterritt placed 1st, Savannah Druga 
placed 2nd, Ella Hergenroeder placed 3rd, and 
Alyssa Niehaus placed 4th in the poster con-
test for Kindergarten. In first grade at the local 
level, Lillian Graf placed 1st, Melina Poliziani 
placed 2nd, Iyla Dennison placed 3rd, and 
Ava Santoyo placed 4th in the poster contest. 
In second grade at the local level, Ava Yeschke 
placed 1st, Alexis Claycomb placed 2nd, Taylor 
London placed 3rd, and Nicholas Mulkerin 
placed 4th in the poster contest. In third grade 
at the local level, Katie Kemper placed 1st, 
Bailey Falk placed 2nd, Noah Lang placed 3rd, 
and Troy Pulkowski placed 4th in the poster 
contest. In the local level of the poetry contest, 
second-graders Brian Hegerty placed 1st, 
Sean Harding placed 2nd, and Dylan McGuire 
placed 3rd. 

• Shaler Area Middle School’s Western Penn-
sylvania Conservancy garden was named the 
September 2015 Garden of the Month by the 
Ingomar Garden Club.

Music
• 58 Shaler Area student musicians earned a 

place in more than 13 district, regional and hon-
ors music ensembles and festivals in the 2015-
16 school year.

• Seniors Adam Bleil and Tori Lorenz were 
accepted into the National Association for Music 



II level, Bridget Nickel, Erik Richey, Alyssa 
Royer, and Emily Yuretich earned Magna Cum 
Laude and Rosalia Paras earned Cum Laude. At 
the Latin IV level, Aimee Everett earned Magna 
Cum Laude.

• Shaler Area students studying Latin compet-
ed in various academic, artistic, and athletic 
competitions in the annual Pennsylvania Junior 
Classical League state convention, competing 
against peers from 20 schools across the state. 
CJ Bakaj placed 1st in the Advanced Dramat-
ic Interpretation competition; Josh Bartosh 
placed 3rd in the Advanced Oratory compe-
tition; Aimee Everett placed 4th in the Dec-
orative Stitching competition; Leann Mullen 
placed 1st in the Modern Myth competition; 
Cara Roth placed 5th in the Mosaics compe-
tition; Rosalia Paras placed 2nd in the Minor 
Models competition; Alyssa Krause, Brandon 
Walsh, and Mike Phillips placed 2nd in the 
basketball competition; and CJ Bakaj, Josh 
Bartosh, Isaiah Bartsch, and Brooke Olejarz 
placed 2nd in the volleyball competition.

Member” for the 33 years of participating in the 
35-year-old organization.

World Language
• In the 2016 High School Japanese Speech Con-

test, hosted by the Japan-America Society of 
Pennsylvania and the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Asian Studies Center, Shaler Area seniors Nick 
Harn placed 1st place (grand prize winner), 
Zach Hughes placed 2nd and Nick DeBortoli 
placed 3rd in the Advanced Plus level, the high-
est level of the competition.

• Shaler Area students were recognized for their 
participation and scores on the 2016 National 
Latin Exam. At the Intro to Latin level, Elisa 
Gabriel, Mara Gillespie, Allison Himrod, Ga-
briella Mizera, Abigail Royer, and Elizabeth 
Vulakovich were recognized for the completion 
of the exam. At the Latin I level, Emily Kelly, 
Alyssa Krause, and Emily Weidner earned Sil-
ver Maxima Cum Laude, Alexandra Evans and 
Adam Seibert earned Magna Cum Laude, and 
Alyssa Ferianc earned Cum Laude. At the Latin 



NEW RECORDS
Student-athletes broke a number of 
long-standing school records during the 
2015-16 school year:
•	 Abby Banze – Set a school record for 

the 100m breaststroke 
•	 Dillon Brown – Set a school record for 

the 100m backstroke and qualified for 
the 2016 PIAA Swimming 
Championships 

•	 Zach Romac – Set a school record for 
the most goals in a single boys lacrosse 
game (9)

•	 Ryan Landry – Set a school record for 
the most goals in a single boys soccer 
game (7)

•	 Julia Bernesser – 
Set a school record 
for shot put; named 
WPIAL champion 

•	 Mike Heinl – 
100th varsity wres-
tling win

Athletics
• Shaler Area’s girls lacrosse, baseball, softball 

and wrestling teams each were section champi-
ons in the 2015-16 season. 

• Shaler Area football team defeated Butler Area 
on Friday, Sept. 25, 2015, to reverse a previous 
downtrend. 

• Shaler Area athletes are led by some of the ar-
ea’s top coaches. In the 2015-16 year, Jen Pere-
stock (girls lacrosse), Brian Junker (baseball) 
and Skip Palmer (softball) were each named 
Coach of the Year in their respective sports. 

• Senior Ryan Landry, a member of the Shaler 
Area soccer team, was named Section 2 Player 
of the Year and All-WPIAL and All-State. 

•	 Lyndsey Lakatos was named to the All-State 
1st Team as a designated hitter in softball.

•	 Jake Hartman was section champion and 
advanced to the state tournament in the 145 lb. 
wrestling division.

Team Up for Success
 The 2015-16 school year kicked off a new 
District program that highlights excellence in the 
classroom and on the field.
 The new Team Up for Success program 
brings Shaler Area High School student-athletes 
into Primary School classrooms to mentor and 
tutor students.

 “I wanted to help create a sense of pride 
in our academic programs and athletic programs 
by bringing the two together,” said Clint Rauscher, 
Shaler Area athletic director.
 The high school mentors work on specific 
academic goals with the younger students such as 
fine motor skills, math concepts, letter recognition, 
or reading practice while talking to them about 
their interests whether it be sports or otherwise.



Spotlight on

Athletic SUCCESS

Shaler Area 
Athletic Hall of Fame
 Shaler Area is proud to recognize the athlet-
ic accomplishments and contributions of its alumni 
and supporters through its Athletic Hall of Fame 
program. The 2015 inductees were honored during 
a banquet in October 2015. 

Stuart Anglum, Class of 2005
Mr. Anglum earned three varsity letters in basket-
ball and scored 902 career points, which helped 
lead the Titans to two Section Championships. He 
was named twice to the WPIAL All-Section Team.

Robert ‘Bibby’ Hammill, Class of 1953
Mr. Hammill earned eight varsity letters including 
three in football, three in track, and two in bas-
ketball. He was named to the All-WPIAL Team in 
football and All-Section Team in basketball. He set 
the WPIAL record in the 180-yard low hurdles and 
placed 4th in the WPIAL 120-yard high hurdles. 

Dr. Edward ‘Biff’ Jones, Class of 1960
Mr. Jones earned 11 varsity letters including four 
in football, four in track, and three in wrestling. As 
a wrestler, he was the AAA Section Champion as a 

heavyweight and was a semifinalist in the regional 
tournament. He was named 1960 Shaler Athlete of 
the Year. 

Nicholas Sefscik, Class of 2005
Mr. Sefscik earned four varsity letters in basketball. 
He scored his 1,000th point his senior season and 
finished with 1,364 career points, which helped 
lead the Titans to two Section Championships. He 
was named to the Section 3 All-Star 1st Team three 
times.

Chelsea Siar, Class of 2010
Ms. Siar earned four varsity letters as a shortstop 
in softball and helped lead the team to three con-
secutive WPIAL Championship games as well as the 
2009 PIAA Championship game. She was named to 
the Class AAAA All-State 1st Team.

1973-1974 Shaler Area Wrestling Team
The varsity wrestling team is the only team in 
school history to win both the WPIAL Dual Meet 
Team and Individual Tournament Wrestling 
Championships in the same year. An amazing nine 
wrestlers placed 1st or 2nd in the Section Cham-
pionships, three won WPIAL Championships, four 
placed in the top 5, and one was the PIAA run-
ner-up.

Shaler Area was recognized as a member of 
the NFL’s Super Bowl High School Honor Roll 
thanks to 1998 Shaler Area graduate 

and former NFL athlete Steve Sciullo.
 In honor of the 50th Super 
Bowl in 2016, the NFL devel-
oped the High School Honor 
Roll program to recognize the 
players and coaches of past 
Super Bowls.
 Mr. Sciullo was lineman 
for the Philadelphia Eagles in 
Super Bowl XXXIX and presented 
Shaler Area with a commemorative 
Golden Football produced by Wilson, to mark 
the District’s membership in the Super Bowl High 

School Honor Roll.
 “This is a great honor for Shaler Area School 

District to be accepted into the Super Bowl 
High School Honor Roll – many high 

schools in the Pittsburgh area 
cannot boast an athlete having 

participated in an NFL Super 
Bowl,” said Clint Rauscher, 
Shaler Area athletic director. 
 “Many Shaler Area ath-

letes have excelled in our ath-
letic programs and represented 

our District with distinction, and 
we were proud to welcome back Steve 

Sciullo as one of those most accomplished 
athletes in Shaler Area history.”



Shaler Area High School 
science teacher Jade Leung 
represented the District as 

one of 12 finalists for the 2016 
state Teacher of the Year award.
 “It’s a very humbling ex-
perience,” Ms. Leung said. “There 
are thousands of teachers in the 
state, and even here at Shaler 
Area, who are of such a high 
caliber. What is special about this 
award is I can share it with the 
District.”
 Ms. Leung was nominated 
for the award and completed an 

extensive application process for 
consideration. Ms. Leung was one 
of only four finalists from west-
ern Pennsylvania.
 “This honor speaks to the 
high level of educators we have 
teaching Shaler Area students,” 
said Mr. Sean Aiken, superinten-
dent. “We are proud to celebrate 
Ms. Leung’s accomlishment with 
the District and community.”
 Ms. Leung joined Shaler 
Area in 2007 and currently teach-
es multiple levels of biology and 
physics at the High School. 

 She has done extensive 
research in bone tissue engineer-
ing, including working with the 
Pittsburgh Tissue Engineering 
Initiative. She brings many of 
these experiences to the class-
room to provide real-world 
examples and hands-on lessons 
to the students.
 “I try to use practical 
examples of science in the class-
room so students understand 
why we’re learning about that 
content in the classroom,” Ms. 
Leung said.

Middle School 
teachers Thom-
as Gray and 
Lynn Haffely 
were selected 
as two of the 
first educators 
to participate in 
the Smithsonian 
Learning Lab 
Workshops presented by the Smithsonian Center 
for Learning and Digital Access before it launched 
in 2016. The new online Learning Lab gives educa-
tors access to all of the Smithsonian’s digital collec-

tions along with tools to create their own teach-
ing resources. Because of the teachers’ success, 
Mr. Gray was invited to present the program to a 
congressional education committee in June 2016. 
Mr. Gray is a social studies teacher, and Ms. Haffely 
teaches special education classes. 

Elementary art teacher Monica McElwain was one of 
eight teachers to be honored as an “Un-
boxed Teacher” by the Allegheny Inter-
mediate Unit for leading her classroom 
with creativity and pushing boundaries 
and encouraging her students to do the 
same.

Spotlight on

Staff 
SUCCESS



Fulfilling
a Dream
 While millions of viewers 
tuned in to watch Super Bowl 50 
from their homes, 2008 Shaler 
Area graduate Steve Labate mon-
itored the game from the side-
lines.
 Mr. Labate was one of the 
Carolina Panthers’ six athletic 
trainers, which includes four full-
time trainers and two seasonal 
assistants, who together monitor 
the players rather than the plays 
to provide the athletes with the 
medical attention they require on 
and off the field.
 Mr. Labate became inter-

ested in sports medicine while 
watching athletic trainers work 
with Shaler Area athletes. 
 After Mr. Labate graduat-
ed from Shaler Area, he attended 
California University of Pennsyl-
vania to receive his bachelor’s 

degree in athletic training. While 
there he spent two summers in-
terning with the athletic training 
staff of the Cleveland Browns and 
then Buffalo Bills and fell in love 
with the NFL experience. 
 “I knew I wanted to do 
this for the rest of my life,” Mr. 
Labate said.
 He went on to earn his 
master’s degree in exercise 
science from South Dakota State 
University and serve as a gradu-
ate assistant athletic trainer for 
two years. Labate was hired by 
the Panthers in the spring 2015 
and spent the season working 
with the players. 
 “To [go] to the Super Bowl 
at a young age is a blessing and a 
dream,” Mr. Labate said.

Spotlight on

Alumni SUCCESS
Shaler Area School District is proud to honor 

Chris Watts (Class of 2004) as the 2015 
Distinguished Alumnus.

 Mr. Watts is one of the young-
est alumni to be recognized through 
the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
program, which annually honors a 
graduate of Shaler Area, Shaler, Etna 
or Millvale School Districts who has 
made a valuable contribution to 
society either in his or her personal 
or professional life. 
 Mr. Watts was named executive 
director of the National Foundation on 
Fitness, Sports & Nutrition in May 2015. 
Formerly, he served as a Fellow on the Presi-
dent’s Council on Fitness, Sports & Nutrition and 

the managing director of 4POINT4, a sports apparel 
company that contributes proceeds to charity. 

 His accomplishments led him to be 
named one of Forbes 30 Under 30 2015 

in the Sports category.
  After graduating from Shaler 
Area, Mr. Watts went on to earn a 
degree in engineering from Carnegie 
Mellon University and an MBA from 
George Washington University.
 Mr. Watts was honored and 

presented with the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award during the National 

Honor Society Induction Ceremony held 
in October 2015, where he addressed the 

High School students and encouraged them to 
take advantage of every opportunity.



Spotlight on 
SUCCESS through
Community Partnerships
Shaler Area School District is strengthened by 

the relationships built within the communities 
of Etna, Millvale, Reserve, and Shaler with the 

municipal leaders, organizations, emergency respond-
ers, and residents. These partnerships help enhance 
students’ education and make Shaler Area a special 
place to live, work, and learn.

Homecoming
 Shaler Area’s Homecoming tradition is the 
definition of a community event. More than 10,000 
people attended Homecoming festivities on Septem-
ber 19, 2015. The parade, picnic, and football game 
were a success because of the support and participa-
tion of the entire School District, local police departments, emergency management services, fire departments, 

community groups, clubs, and alumni.

School Resource Officer
 The School District’s strong partnership with local police departments is vital in 
maintaining the safety and security of students, staff, and District facilities. Most re-
cently, Shaler Area is benefitting from a Pennsylvania Department of Education’s Safe 
Schools Initiative Targeted Grant awarded to the Shaler Township Police Department 
to fund the School Resource Officer assigned to the District. As the SRO, Officer Frank 
Spiker works to improve attendance, community awareness, and parent involvement, 
and decrease reportable offenses.

Blazing a Titan Trail
 Blazing a Titan Trail: A Read-

ing Adventure is a schoolwide reading incentive program for 
fourth- to sixth-graders at Shaler Area Elementary School. 
Students are challenged to read 25 books during the school 
year and rewarded with a daylong trip to Three Rivers Heri-
tage Trail at Millvale Riverfront Park for activities with local 
organizations and a picnic. The program’s success is due in 
large part to the support of the Millvale community, Shaler 
North Hills Library and Millvale Community Library as well 
as local law enforcement and emergency responders.



Silver Titan Pass program
 Shaler Area encourages senior citizens in the 
School District to attend District events through its “Sil-
ver Titan Pass” program. Residents of Etna, Millvale, Re-
serve, and Shaler who are age 62 or older are admitted 
into District events as a general admission attendee for 
free or at a reduced rate provided they produce a “Sil-
ver Titan Pass.” Passes can be obtained at the District’s 
Administrative Offices, 1800 Mt. Royal Blvd, with proof 
of age and District residency.

Buddy Program/GRANDfriends Program
 Students at the High School have partnered with stu-
dents in Life Skills classes throughout the District as part of 
the Buddy Program. The Buddy Program helps to build under-
standing and inclusion between the students through activi-
ties such as cooking lessons, canoe trips, and gardening. The 
High School Buddies and students at the Elementary School 
also have partnered with the residents at Vincentian Home, in 
McCandless, through the GRANDfriends program. Each month, 
the students and Vincentian Home residents get together for 
activities and conversation, which build intergenerational 
bonds throughout the greater community. 

Mock Crash
 Shaler Area High School students have the oppor-
tunity to see the consequences of their decisions through a 
mock DUI car crash staged at the High School the afternoon 
before prom. First responders from the local fire depart-
ments, police departments, emergency medical services, 
and LifeFlight take part in the exercise to add to the realism 
and show the true impact decisions can have on the entire 
community.

Veterans Day
 Shaler Area Middle School hosts hundreds of past and cur-
rent service men and women during the District’s annual Veterans 
Day Celebration. The event gives students the opportunity to con-
nect with and honor local veterans. Support from local veterans 
and military groups help make the day special for all involved.



Spotlight on

Future SUCCESS

Maintaining safe facilities through-
out Shaler Area is one of the Dis-
trict’s top priorities. During the 

summer, crews started on two projects in 
the District that will meet that goal.
 “It is prudent for us to maintain the 
structures we have as well as plan for the 
future needs of this District,” said Superin-
tendent Sean Aiken. “Both of these projects 
will help us meet the needs of our students 
as well as provide facilities that will benefit 
the entire community.”

New School
 Shaler Area School District is embarking 
on a project to construct a new, fully accessible, 
state-of-the-art Primary School at the site of Rogers 
Primary School on Scott Avenue.
 Rogers Primary School closed its doors in 
April 2015 following an electrical fire. The Shaler 
Area School Board voted in August 2015 to autho-
rize HHSDR Architects and Engineers to proceed 
with the schematic designs to demolish and con-
struct a new school on the site.
 The new 82,279-square-foot K-3 Prima-
ry School will be a two-story structure that will 
accommodate 460 to 600 students. The school 

is designed to house each grade level in its own 
neighborhood of classrooms and special education 
rooms and includes additional parking capacity, 
enhanced security features, a separate cafeteria, 
library, gymnasium, and STEAM classroom.
 The School Board has approved and adopted 
the maximum project cost of $25.8 million and the 
maximum building construction cost of $18 million 
for the school project. Construction is scheduled to 
be completed by December 2017.

Stadium Improvements
 Shaler Area School District is committed to 
maintaining the safety and use of all its facilities, 
and for this reason, the School Board voted in No-
vember 2015 to approve a project to update Titan 
Stadium, located on Mt. Royal Boulevard.

 The Titan Stadium project will total 
not more than $3 million and include 
replacing the running track surface and 
installing FieldTurf artificial turf on the 
playing field as well as installing new 
lighting. The completed project will allow 
for more sports teams and community 
groups to utilize the facility and provide 
an improved track surface for community 
and school use. The project is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of September 
2016.



Shaler Area
Education Foundation
 Shaler Area Education 
Foundation is establishing itself 
as a strong District partner after 
hosting its first fundraising event 
to benefit the students and aca-
demic programs at Shaler Area 
School District.
 The Shaler Area Education 
Foundation is a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to supporting 
the educational needs and curric-
ular advancement of Shaler Area 
students by raising funds that 
can be used to purchase addi-
tional resources to increase the 

educational opportunities for all 
students in the District.
 The Foundation’s first 
event, “A Taste of Shaler Area,” 
was held in March 2016 at Shaler 
Area High School and featured 
food from local restaurants, mu-
sic, and a variety of silent auction 
items, which included student 
artwork.
  “We wanted our first 
fundraising event to highlight the 
businesses that make up Shaler 
Area and the students we will 
benefit through the event,” said 

High School Principal Dr. Tim 
Royall, past-president and mem-
ber of the Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees.
 The money raised from 
the Foundation’s events will be 
distributed across the District 
through a grant application pro-
cess each school year.
 The Foundation’s next 
event will be the inaugural SAEF 
Family Wellness 5K Run/Walk 
at 8 a.m. on Saturday, October 
8, 2016, before the Shaler Area 
Homecoming parade. 

 During the school year, 
the Backpack Initiative provides 
child-friendly, single-serving 
snacks and easily prepared meals 
to students each Friday, provid-
ing a weekend food supply for 
students in need.
 The program serves more 
than 200 students across the Dis-
trict and is run entirely through 
donations from the community.

 Monetary donations can 
be mailed to the Backpack Initia-
tive at Shaler Area Middle School, 
1810 Mt. Royal Blvd. Glenshaw, 
PA 15116. Checks can be made 
payable to Shaler Area Middle 
School with “Backpack Initiative” 
in the memo line.
 Single-serve, easy-to-pre-
pare food items can be donated 
at any of the District buildings. 

 After identifying a need 
in the District, a committee of 
teachers created the Shaler Area 
Backpack Initiative in the 2014-
15 school year to help feed Dis-
trict students and their siblings 
over the weekends. 



Shaler Area School Board of Directors is made up of nine elected members who represent the 
community and play an integral role in making decisions for the future of Shaler Area. 

Front Row: Eileen Phillips, Dr. April Kwiatkowski, Suzanna Donahue, Jeanne Petrovich

Back Row: Assistant Superintendent Dr. Bryan O’Black, James Tunstall, Jason Machajewski, Steve 
Romac, James Fisher, Tim Gapsky, Superintendent Sean Aiken

Shaler Area School Board

Great things happen every day at Shaler Area. Stay informed:
School Board meetings
Shaler Area School Board of Directors meets most months on the second and third Wednesday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the Barbara J. Duss Conference Room of the Administration Build-
ing, 1800 Mt. Royal Blvd. December’s reorganization meeting is the first Wednesday of the month. 
A full schedule of meetings, meeting agendas, and minutes are available at www.sasd.k12.pa.us/
SchoolBoard.aspx.

Twitter
Follow the day-to-day good news in Shaler Area schools on Twitter @ShalerArea.

Website
Important information, celebrations, and stories are posted regularly on www.sasd.k12.pa.us 
and all of the school web pages. Check out more accomplishments across the District through the 
“Titans in the News” link.

E-Newsletter
Don’t miss the top weekly stories by signing up for the weekly e-newsletter through www.sasd.
k12.pa.us. To sign up, click on “Email Newsletter” on the main page, and choose the information 
you want to receive.
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